TOM ROWLAND
themselves,   when   the   next   day   they   heard   of   Sarah
Stout's being found in the river."
After witnesses for the Crown had been called, Mr Cowper
spoke in his own defence, saying : " It is utterly impossible
I could be concerned in this fact, if I had had all the motives
and provocations in the world to have done it. The maid,
Sarah Walker, who is the single witness, I take it, that says
anything in the least relating to me, said but now the clock
had struck eleven before she carried up the coals, and about
a quarter of an hour after, while she was warming the bed,
she heard the door clap, and some time after she came down
and found that I and her mistress were gone. Now, in point
of time, I shall prove it utterly impossible I could be guilty
of the fact I am accused of, being seen to come into the Glove
Inn as the clock struck eleven, and staying there more than
a quarter of an hour was, after several things done at my
lodging, in bed before twelve o'clock, and went no more
out that night, as I shall prove/'
After Mr Cowper the other prisoners entered upon their
defence, which was that they did not murder Sarah Stout,
and knew nothing whatever about her death. Medical
witnesses were called, and several of the dead woman's
friends testified to her being of a melancholy disposition.
The jury, withdrawing for about half-an-hour, returned
with their verdict that neither Mr Cowper nor any one of
the other three prisoners was guilty; and thereupon they
were all discharged.
TOM ROWLAND
Who worked the Highway disguised as a Woman for
Eighteen Tears.   Executed 24/72 of October, 1699
TOM ROWLAND was born at Ware, in Hertford-
shire, and by his parents was put an apprentice to a
bricklayer;  but after he had served his time, being then of
a slothful, idle disposition, he kept such company as soon
brought him to follow evil courses;   and, to support his
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